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ADVERTISEMENT. 


AM apprehenſive that the ſubject diſcuſſed, in 
the following pages, may be confidered by 
the greater part of thoſe who profeſs the Chriſtian 
religion, to be repugnant, not only to ſome of 
their long eſtabliſhed opinions and practice, but 
likewiſe to what they believe is contained in the 


Old Teſtament as well as in the New, viz. that 


Infants, as well as Adults, are included in the 
deſign of the ſacrifice of Chriſt, under the latter, 
as in the ſacrifice for ſin, under the former cove- 
nant, But, though this opinion hath received 
the ſanction of men of great abilities, in this and 
preceding ages, yet I am convinced it is not 
founded on any real proof in the Scriptures, as 
may appear further on. Length of time, and the 
concurring judgment of men of learning, though 
it may have, and in fact, it hath a very great 
tendency to give riſe to and ſtrengthen the opi- 


nions 


+ o 
23 * „ 2 * , 


—— 22 OY; N LOSS 
- * 6 n 2 a 
* — 


- 

— —„—- 4 — dU UP- I *; 2 — —— — — * — — 3 q . 2 

- * . 

- 2 . 0 5 - o _— * * > "6 * 5 ay 2 Nie p 5 
— > 8 r om * AN e . 1 — x n * — — — 

4 a — — 2 . - ” ＋ _— » * RX" Þ 7 - - rt 
he" . 3 IP > 2 7 = . if 8 N ö * — e 
— 


——— —— —ꝶœà4àäe— Fe EA AO — 


- 
—— — ̃ TTE—TUñ K _ 


( u ) 
nions and practice of men in general; yet it 
cannot make that to be true which is not con- 


tained in the authentic ſtandard which God hath 
declared in each covenant. _ 


There is one particular ariſing from what, I 
preſume, I have proved in the ſubſequent pages, 
which, it is poſſible, may conſiderably affect the 
minds of parents reſpecting their infants who die 
at that age, or in their non age; i. e. a fear leſt 
they ſhould be unhappy in the world to come, 


unleſs they are, by a religious rite, initiated into 


the new covenant, or goſpel diſpenſation, and 


thereby be intereſted in the ſacrifice of Chriſt, 
which the ſacred writers have laid much ſtreſs 
upon, through which men are to be ſaved, or 
accepted with God. To which I reply, that 
as he hath not been pleaſed to reveal any 
thing concerning this, under neither covenant, 


it is not within the limits of any man's abi- 


lity to make any rational or true judgment 


concerning it. But as they have not ſinned 


againſt God, every perſon may ſatisfy themſelves 


that they are not now, nor will, in a future ſtate, 
be the ſubjects of his diſpleaſure, or of puniſh= 


ment; 


Ta) 


ment; for it is on account of ſins of practice 


only, that any one will be puniſhed in a future 
* exiſtence, 


Poſlibly there are ſome perſons, if not many 
who believe, that though infants are not ſinners | 
by practice, yet they are by, or on account of 

Adam's one fin imputed to them, and therefore | 
unleſs they are ſaved from it and its effects, | 
through the ſacrifice of Chriſt, under the new 
covenant, they, on that account, will be ſubjects 
of puniſhment in a future ſtate, To which I 
anſwer, that there is not, in the Bible, the leaſt 


intimation that any ſacrifice for ſin, under either | | 


covenant, was deſigned for, or did atone for it, 
but for fins of practice cnly; and therefore there 
is not the leaſt ground of fear for infants, they 
having. not ſinned, I am fully ſenſible that the 
belief of original fin, imputed to Adam's whole 
poſterity, and ſuppoſed to be ſubjects of future 
. puniſhment on that account, was one, if not the 
only reaſon or ground, which, in ages paſt, induced , 
| perſons to adminiſter baptiſin to infants ; belicy- 


ing that thereby they were ſaved from it, and dy- 


ing at that age would be finally happy, but not 
without . 
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rithout it. And the ſame opinion and practice 
-ontinues with a great part of thoſe who profeſs 
Chriſtianity ; but this opinion, I judge, is not 
founded on any declaration in Scripture, but on 
4 miſtaken judgment and application of certain 
paſſages in thoſe writings in juſtification of them, 
becauſe there is not the leaſt trace of it to be 
found therein that Baptiſm ſaves any but adults 
only, who are ſinners by practice. 


The method I propoſe in diſcuſſing the follow- 
ing ſubject is, 9 
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NEW AND 


DECISIVE PROOFS, &e. 


— 
© 
CHAP. I. 


FIRST to tranſcribe the paſſages in the Old Teſta- 
ment and in the New, in which 1s related the new 


ovenant, or Goſpel Diſpenſation, and make ſome obſer- 
vations on them. 


Secondly, Quote fome paſſages in which mention is 


made that Jeſus was fent to fave men from their fins ; 
_ alſo what he himſelf hath particularly declared concern- 


ing the requiſite qualihcations in thoſe who would become 
his diſciples, and may obtain eternal life, * 


Thirdly, Tranſcribe the commiſſion Chriſt gave to his 


Apoſtles, after his reſurrection, to go and teach all na- 
tions, or every creature, j 


Fourthly, Collect, from the Acts of the Apoſtles, the 


doctrine and precepts which they, and other miniſters, 
taught the Jews and the Gentiles, with what is related 


of the effects it produced among them. 


Fifthly, Collect many paſſages in which is explicitly 
deſcribed the former wicked and corrupt principles and 
conduct of all thoſe who, by preaching the goſpel to 
them, became the diſciples of Chriſt, and were juſtified 


by faith in him, and who are ſaid to be created of God, 


e. And the obligations they were laid under to obſerve 
the precepts of the goſpel, in order to their obtaining 
eternal life, | e 


ö 
| 
| 


B Firſ,: 
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Firſt, I am to tranſcribe the paſſages in the Old Teſta- 
ment and in the New, in which is related the new Co- 


venant, or the Goſpel Diſpenſation, and make ſame ob- 
ſervations on them. | 


erte firſt text is Gen. xii. 3. God aid to Abra- 
„ ham, In thee and thy ſeed (hall all the families, or na- 
tions of the earth be bleſſed.” xx. 18. 


The bleſſing promiſed is not deſeribed, neither is it 
ſaid by whom of his ſeed it would be conveyed, nor by 
what means to the families or kindreds of the earth ; nor 
1s it mentioned what qualifications would be required 
of thoſe who ſhould partake of the bleſſing; and there- 
fore theſe particular things were not revealed to Abraham, 


at leaſt ſo far as we are able to judge. 
This promiſe of bleſſing is conſiderably explained in 


the propheſy cf Jeremiah, addreſſed to the houſe of Iſrael 


and Judah, chap. xxxi. © Behold the day's come, ſaith the 
« Lord, that 1 will make a new covenant with the houſe 
< of Ifrael, and with the houſe of Judah, not according 
« to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the 
«© day when 1 took them by the hand to bring them gut 
« of the land of Egypt which my covenant they brake. 


And although I was an huſband unto them, faith the 


Lord; but this ſhall, be the covenant that. I will maxe 
« with the houſe of Iſrael and Judah. After thoſe days, 
& ſaith the Lord, I will put my laws in their inward 
« parts, and write them in their hearts, and will be their 


God, and they ſhall be my people. And. they ſhall 


« teach no more every man his neighbour, and every 
4 man his brother, ſaying, Know the Lord, for they 
c ſhall all know me, from the leaſt of them unto the 
«. greateſt of them, ſaith the Lord; for I will forgive 
<« their iniquities, and I will remember their fins no 
& more.“ See this quoted, Heb. viii. 8.— 12 5 


Though it is called a new Covenant, yet its being 
quoted by the Apoſtle in the Hebrews, and applied to 
the goſpe] diſpenſation, I think is a good proof that it is 
of the nature or kind, if not the ſame as that God made 


with Abraham, and the bleſſing promiſed in it. And 
irom whe particular things explicitly mentioned therein 


* reſpect- | 


(37 


reſpecting the greateſt and the leaſt of the perſons of the 
two houſes, I ſhould ſuppoſe it will be allowed by every 
rational and unbiaſſed man, that adults only are intended 
and included; becauſe it is not poſſible that infants can 
know the Lord, elpecially in the ſenſe there intended; 


nor can any fins be forgiven them, becauſe they have 
not ſinned. _ 


Peter, when ſpeaking to the Jews of the covenant 
God made with Abraham, Acts iii. 25, 26. ſays, Ye 


« are the children of the prophets, and of the cove- 
Cc 


* 


the earth be bleſſed unto you; firſt, God having raiſed 
up his ſon Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs you in turning away 
« eyery one of you from his iniquities,””® 


Or, as v. 19. Repent therefore, and be converted, 


d that Jour fins may be blotted out.” Or, as chap. ii. 
8 cc 


epent and be baptized, every one of you, in 
c the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of fins,” 


perfectly coinciding with, and illuſtrative of theſe words, and 


thoſe of Jeremiah, are the words of Paul, Rom. xi. 26, 25 
« And ſo all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved, as it is written, There ſhall 
« come out of Sion the deliverer, and ſhall turn away ungodli- 
« neſs, or their unbelief,”” As v. 32. from Jacob, “ For this is 
* my covenant unto them when J ſhall take away their ſins,” | 


On theſe words I would obſerve, that by Ifrael and Jacob, is 
to be underſtood the houſe of Iſrael and Jacob, as juſt quoted 
from Jeremiah. 


That the deliverer, i. e. Chriſt, ſhould turn away ungodlineſs 
from them; or, to the words of Peter, turn away every one of 
them from their iniquities. 


It was the ungodly of Iſrael, or Jacob, or thoſe in unbelief, as 
v. 32. only, who were to be ſaved by this deliverer. 


Their being ſaved is the taking away their fins. Finally, the 
covenant here mentioned, I apprehend, will be allowed to be the 
ſame that is recorded in Jeremiah. From the natural and ob- 
vious meaning of both the Apoſtles* words, it appears, they un- 
derſtood that adults only of Iſrael and Jacob were included in the 
deſigns of this covenant; for I may aſk any rational unprejudiced 
man, whether he believes that the Apoſtle would. call infants un- 
godly, or in unbelief, or that he has aſſerted Chriſt would turn 
them fromit, or take away their fins. But underſtanding him to 

ſpeak of adults only, every expreſſion is natural and obvious. 


e B 2 | This 


nant which God made with our fathers, ſaying unto 
« Abraham, And in thy ſeed ſhall all the kindreds of 
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This is one of the bleſſings included in the convenant 
made with Abraham, and explicitly mentioned in the 
words of Jeremiah, juſt quoted. I may juſt obſerve thaf 
the Apoſtle tells the Jews it was Jeſus as the ſeed of 
Abraham (Gal. iii. 16.) by or thro' whom the promiſe 
made to him was now offered to them, and in part what 
was required of them, whereby they might obtain it; 
that -is their turning away, every one of them, from 
their iniquities, &c. But, I ſhould think it will be al- 
lowed by every impartial reader, that what the Apoſtle 
hath mentioned can apply to and include adults only; 


for it is certain that infants cannot turn away from their 
ſins, or be converted. 


Paul likewiſe mentioning the covenant God made with 
Abraham, Gal. iii. 8, 9, 14. hath given his explanation 
of it in theſe words, The ſcripture foreſeeing that God 
& would juſtify the Heathen through faith, preached be- 
cc fore the goſpel to him, ſaying, In thee ſhall nations 
ce be bleſſed.” That the blelfing of Abraham, i. e. 
« made to him, might come on the Gentiles through Jeſus 
« Chriſt, that we might receive the promiſe of the ſpirit 
„through faith. / 


The Apoſlle calls this covenant the goſpel preached to 
Abraham, and the Heathen are included in it; but this 
can comprehend adults only among them, for their in- 


fants cannot have faith i. e. in Chriſt, or in the Goſpel, 


nor be juſtified thereby, as is obvious upon the leaſt re- 
fletion. Or, in his own words: “ So then they which 
ce be of faith are bleſſed with Abraham,” i. e. juſtified 
thereby, like as he was. See the ſubject argued at large 
by the Apoſtle, Rom. iv. in which it is evident he hath 
proved that neither Jews nor Gentiles were Abraham's 
ſpiritual ſeed, or the diſciples of Chriſt; but thoſe only 
who believe that God hath raiſed up Jeſus from the 
dead, who was delivered for our offences, or fins, and 
raiſed again for our juſtification. But infants: who have 


no offences, or fins, nor can believe this, are none of 


Abraham's ſpiritual ſeed, intended by the Apoſtle, as, I 
ſhould think, will be admitted, a | 


I preſume that the profeſſors of the Chriſtian religion, 


at leaſt in general, found their primary right, or privi- 


lege, 


1 3 Laid; oat To Bon . 
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. 


lege, to the bleſſings included in this covenant God made 
with Abraham, and in general terms is clearly expreſſed 
in the texts already cited, in which it appears very evi- 
dent that adults only, whether of Jews or Gentiles, are 
intended and included. "This will further appear in many 
other texts I ſhall tranſcribe. | | 


In addition to what hath been obſerved, I ſhall offer 
the reaſoning of the Apoſtle, Heb. viii. ix. 7.—15, in 
which he hath compared the facrifices for fin under the 
old covenant, with the one ſacrifice of Chriſt for ſin un- 
der the new one. As to the former covenant, the fins for 
which an atonement was to be made by offering the ſa- 
crifice appointed, are diſtinctly ſpecified. But theſe can re- 
ſpect aduits only, as appears in Leviticus iv. v. vi.“ Who- 
ſoever committeth either of thoſe ſins is commanded to 
bring his offering to the prieſt, who is required to offer 
it to make an atonement for him; and upon his confeſ- 
ſing his fin, a promiſe is made of pardon, or forgiveneſs 


of it. 


In chap. xvi. it is enjoined, that Aaron ſhall offer the 
bullock for a ſin offering, and make an atonement for 
himſelf and his houſe ; 1. e. the adults, who alone were 
finners. ** And he ſhall lay both his hands upon the 
« head of the goat, and confeſs over him all the ini- 
& quities of the children of Iſrael, and all their tranſ- 
« oreſſions in all their ſins.” And v. 29.—34. it is ſaid, 
„ This ſhall be a ſtatute for ever unto you; ye ſhall 
ce afflict your ſouls ; for in that day ſhall the prieſt make 
© an atonement for you to cleanſe you, that ye may be 
& clean from all your fins before the Lord. He ſhall 
© make an atonement for the congregation, and for the 


* 


* 


e prieſts; and this ſhall be an everlaſting ſtatute unto 


&« you, to make an atonement for the children of Iſrael 


once a year.” 


Perfectly coinciding with, and illuſtrative of the mean- 
ing of the texts juſt cited, the Apoſtle faith, Heb. v. 1, 
2, 3. For every high prieſt, taken from among men, 
& js ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that 
& he may offer both gifts and facrifices for fin; who 
& can have compaſhon on the ignorant, and on them 


that are out of the way; for that he himſelf allo is 


„ com- 


| 
| (4+ 


te compaſſed with infirmity; (i. e. liable to fin) and by 
{ | < reaſon hereof he ought as for the people, ſo alſo for 
* himſelf to offer for ſin.” vii. 27. 


N As the high prieſt is commanded to offer a ſacrifice for 
| his own fins, and alſo for the fins of the people, it is an 
unqueſtionable proof, that, by the people, the Apoſtle 
i intended adults only, and not their infants, becauſe they 
| have no fin to be atoned for. 


i In analogy to the ſacrifices for fin, under the old 


| covenant, the Apoſtle in this epiſtle vii. 27. faith, 
ö reſpecting the ſacrifice of Chriſt, under the new one, 


— — 


| « He needed not, daily, as thoſe high prieſts, to offer 
Wl e up ſacrifices; firſt, for his own ſin, and then for the 
< people's; for this he did once (i. e. for the people's) 

\ | « when he offered up himſelf.” And chap. ix. 25, 26, 
28. Nor yet that he fhould offer himſelf often as the 

| high prieſt entereth into the holy place, every year, 

| | « with the blood of others; (i. e. the animals that 

| « were ſlain) but now in the end of the world, (i. e. at 

"BF « the aboliſhing and ceaſing of the old covenant) he 
ll < hath appeared to put away fin by the ſacrifice of him- 

ll « ſelf, He was once offered to bear the fins of many,” 

| i. e. of all men.“ 


| | | l 


| || * Agreeable to the obvious deſign of the ſacrifices for fin, un- 

ö | der the law, and the one ſacrifice of Chriſt, under the goſpel, is 

| þ what the Apoſtle ſaid to the Jews at Antioch, Acts xiii. 38; 39. 

l « Be it known unto you, that through this man (Chriſt) 1s 

5 « preached unto you, the forgiveneſs of fins, and by him all that 

| þ 40 ee are juſtified from all things (i. e. ſins) from which ye 
ö 
| 


| 4; 44 could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes.” In theſe words it 
is plainly implied, that forgiveneſs of fins, though not equal with 
Fi that by Chriſt, was to be obtained by the law of Moſes ;, but this 
| Includes adults only who were ſinners, and not their intants, who 

| were not. Likewiſe he affirms that a plenary forgiveneſs, or juſ- 

| tification is to be obtained by Chriſt, but it was by thoſe only 
. who believe, i. e. in him. But as the Apoſtle knew that infants 

| 2 | were entirely incapable of that, it is evident he did not intend te 

. | include them. | | 15 | | 

| Perfectly coinciding with the obvious meaning of theſe ex- 
reſſions, are the words of Jefus, ſpeaking of the wine drank at 

f is laſt ſupper, Matt. xxvi. 28. when he ſaid, This is my 
1 « blood of the New Teſtament, or covenant, which is ſhed for 

| « many, (i. e. all men) for the remiſſion of ſins.” As it is ſhed 

| | tor the remiſſion of fins, he mult intend adults enly, for infants: 


[ | have no ſins to be remitted, 5 
I | | I will 
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To aſſert that infants with adults are included in the 
deſign of the ſacrifice of Chriſt, under the new cove- 
nant will comprehend thoſe in it, who it is certain from the 
above texts in Liviticus, and the parallel paſſages in the 
Hebrews were not included in the deſign of the fin of- 


ferings being offered under the old one. In one important 


particular at leaſt it would deſtroy the propriety, analogy 
and force of the reaſoning of the Apoſtle, from the for- 
mer facrifices for ſin, to that of Chriſt's. Beſides, it 
would make him aſſert, that Chriſt by his death atones 
for a-creature who hath not ſinned ; which, I imagine 
no rational man will admit of, or plead for. But, ad- 
mitting that adults only, who alone are ſinners, are in- 


I will here add what Jeſus ſaid to his apoſtles at inſtituting his 


ſupper, the oblerving of which he enjoined on every one of his 


diſciples, which is, they were nut only to eat bread and driuk 


wine, but to do it in remembrance of him. And Paul adds, in 


his 1ſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, “ As often as ye eat this bread 
4 and drink this cup, ve do fhew forth the Lord's death till he 


„% come.” Now, though it is admitted that an infant, or before 
it comes to the exercile of reaſon, can eat bread and drink wine; 


yet itis certain it cannot do it in remembrance of Chriſt. But an 
omiſſion of this, by any of his diſciples, which is a conſtituent and 


in eparable part of the inſtitution, is as evident a departure from 


and perverſion of his plain intention in it, as it would be to ſub- 


ſtitute fleſh and water in the ſtead of bread and wine. Who. 


ever therefore. admits this, mult alio that juſt mentioned, becauſe 
they are equally enjoined ; conſequently it follows, that ſince every, 
one of Chriſt's diſciples are laid under the ſame obligation to re- 
member him as to cat bread and drink wine, he certainly could 


not intend or include any infants as his diſciples, but adults only, 


who are capable of obſerving each part of the inſtitution; but in- 
tants are not, 


Mr. Williams aſſerts, that an infant is qualified to enjoy the be- 


nefit of baptiſm, but not of the euchariſt. 


What ground there is in the New Teſtament for this aſſertion, 
I am confident exceeds the abilities of the moſt learned man in 
this kingdom, to make appear from thoſe writings ; for a ſinleſs 
infant is incapable of enjoying the benefit of remiſſion of tin, 
which is annexed to baptiſm, in thoſe writings ; or poſſeſſing the 
conſequent effect of it, peace of mind; or in the words of Paul, 
the peace of God, which paſſeth all underſtanding; and as to 
the Lord's ſupper, it is an indiſputable fact, that neither Chriſt, 
nor any one o. the apoſtles have annexed to it any promiſe of 


benefit. The benefit that the receiver of it enjoys, 1s a conſcious 
ſenſe of his obſerving it according to his plain intention; 
and the influence he experiences, it hath on his heart and con- 
duct in obedience to the goipel, Ky 


cluded 
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cluded in the* deſign of each facrifice for fin, it renders 
the reaſoning of the Apoltle, from the former to the 
latter ſacrifice for fin perfectly conſiſtent, and his conclu- 
lion juſtly deduced, but not otherwiſe. 


There are two caſes, recorded, which, I preſume, will 
illuſtrate and confirm what hath been obſerved; one is, 
2 Chron. xxix. 21. 29, compare With it v. 5.—8. as 
containing the reaſon or ground of the facrifice for fin 
being offered. The other is, Ezra, viii. 35, 36. 


J will now offer to the reader ſome ſimilar texts in the 
New Teſtament :— 


. In the firſt epiſtle of John, i. r, 2, he. ſaith, © If any 
ce man fin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jeſus 
& Chriſt the righteous, and he is the propitiation (i. e. 
ce an atonement) for our fins, and not for our's only, 
< but for the fins of the whole world.“ | | 


In theſe words the Apoſtle plainly affirms, that the 
world, 1. e. all men, both Jews and Gentiles, were ſin- 
ners. This is confirmed, Rom. iii. 9. 19. alſo that 
Ckriſt is the propitiation, or atonement, for their fins, 
alſo for the fins of thoſe whom he includes in the words 
our wx ; therefore the perſons of whom he ſpake were 
adults only. "This cannot but be admitted till it is 
| clearly proved, not only that infants are ſinners, but alſo 
that Chriſt is a propitiation for them, 


Similar with the above paſſage is Rom. iii. 23, 24, 25, 
« For all have finned, (ſee v. 19.) and come ſhort 
of the glory of God being juſtified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, whom 
God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation through faith, 
in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the 
remiſſion of fins that are paſt, through the forbearance of 
God. In theſe words it is exceeding obvious that the 
perſons he ſpeaks of had been ſinners, but that now they 
were juſtified from fin, by faith in the blood of Chriſt, 
[| through the redemption or propitiation by him; there- 
_ fore they were adults only. This, I cannot but think 
| FOR will be allowed, till jt is made appear that infants are 

art of the world who were ſinners, and guilty before 
| God. v. 19, &c. 
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CHAP. IL 


ECONDLY, I am to quote ſome texts in which 
mention is made that Jeſus was ſent to ſave men 
from their ſins ; alſo what he himſelf hath particularly 
declared concerning the requiſite qualifications in thoſe 


who would become his diſciples, and may obtain ternal 
life, 


The angel ſaid to Mary, “ Thou ſhalt call his name 
& Jeſus, for he ſhall fave his people from their ſins.” 
And, by John the Baptiſt, © Behold the lamb of God, 
« which taketh away the ſin of the world.” 


Jeſus, when he was in the ſynagogue at Nazareth, 
read this paſſage in the propheſy of Ifaiah : “ The ſpirit 
* of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anointed 


« me to preach the goſpel to the poor; he hath ſent me 


&« to heal the broken hearted; to preach deliverance to 
& the captives, and recovering fight to the blind; to ſet 
ce at liberty them that are bruiſed ; to preach the accep- 
table year of the Lord * and he added, This day 
& is this ſcripture fulfilled in your ears,” 


4 God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
« gotten Son, that be believeth in him ſhould 
« not periſh, but have everlaſting life.” For God ſent 


not his Son into the world to Shown the world, but 


that the world through him might be ſaved. Or, by 
John Baptiſt, ** He that believeth in the Son hath ever- 
<« laſting life; and he that believeth not the Son, ſhall 
tc not fee life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 


Jeſus ſaid to the Jews, Verily, verily, I ſay unto 
& you, he that heareth my word, and believeth on him 
„e that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come. 


into . but is paſſed from death unto 
GIG. 


„ The Jews aſked Jeſus, what ſhall we do that we 


6 might work the works of God? He anſwered, This 
8 is the work of God, that ye bel eve on him whom he 


( hath 
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| < hath ſent. This is the will of him that ſent me, that 
| | . © every one that ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him 

il may have everlaſting life, and I will raiſe him up at 
<« the laſt day. It is written in the prophets, and they 
c“ ſhall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that 
ce hath heard and hath learned of the Father, cometh 
« unto me; I ſaid therefore unto you, Ye ſhall die in 
« your ſins; for if ye believe not that I am be, ye 
ce ſhall die in your fins. | 


J am the ſhepherd, I go before the ſheep, and they 
e follow me, for they know my voice; I am the good 
c ſhepherd, I know my ſheep, and am known of mine; 
cc other ſheep I have; they ſhall hear my voice; I give 
«< unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, 
cc neither ſhall any pluck them out of my hand, 


3 — — bf 
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« ] am come a light unto the world, that whoſoever 
ce believeth in me ſhould not abide in darkneſs. 


« Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 
« laden, and I will give you reſt. Take my yoke upon 
* you, and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
ic heart, and ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls; for my 
« yoke is eaſy, and my burden is light. 


1 _ « Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, except ye be con- 
of <« verted and become as little children, ye ſhall not enter 
| <« into the kingdom of Heaven. h 


I | „ Teſus ſaid, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
| | | & of God is at hand, repent ye and believe the goſpel. 
1 
ö 


„I came not to call the righteous, but ſinners to repen- 
(il | « tence. Whoſoever doth not bear his croſs, and come _ 
1'S 6 after me, cannot be my diſciple.” ets 

|  Tſhould imagine it will be allowed, that the obvious 
and natural meaning of the expreſſions in theſe paſſages 
reſpects adults only, who are required to believe in 
Chriſt, and are promiſed the pardon of fin and eternal 
life. | — — , ' ? | 1 a ; "_—_— » # 


I will here only quote ſome of our Lord's parables, in. 
which he has plainly Tepreſented the kingdom of God, 
or the new covenant diſpenſation, and in general terms 
what he requires of thoſe” who enter into it 3 alſo the | 


n 
bleſſings promiſed to thoſe who enter therein; and in 
general the obligations they thereby are laid under, in 
which it clearly appears that he intended and included 
adults only. Matt. xiit; 18.—23. 36. 43.—47. xx. 
1—10. Xxii. 112. xxiv. 30. Luke xiv. 26— 30. 


C HAP III. 


| HIRDLY, Jam to trankribe the commiſſion 


which Jeſus gave to his apoſtles, after his reſur- 
rection, to go and teach all nations, or every creature. 


Previous to which, and to aſcertain his real and only 
intention in it, particularly to whom alone it was to be 
deliverec, that were intereſted in it, I ſhall offer to the 


reader's unbiaſſed conſideration what on ſeveral occaſions 


he declared reſpecting the preaching the goſpel. One is 
to Ananias, concerning Saul, Acts ix. 15. Go thy 
e way, for he is a choſen vaſſal unto me, to bear m 

« name before the Gentiles and Kings, and the chil- 
4 dren of Iſrael.” That which he intended by bearing 
his name, and to whom only, among them, he was to 
bear it, will appear indiſputable from every expreſſion in 
the commiſſion he gave him when he appeared to him, 
and what the Apoſtle declared to King Agrippa, he taught 


the Jews and the Gentiles in fulfilling it.. chap. xxvi. 15 


—23. © He ſaid unto me, I am Jeſus, whom thou per- 


4 ſecuteſt ; but riſe and ſtand upon thy feet, for I have 


appeared unto thee for this purpoſe, to make thee a 
© miniſter and a witneſs, both of theſe things which 


% thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe things in the which I 


« will appear unto thee, (ſee chap. xxii. 21.) delivering 
e thee from the people, (of Iſrael) and from the Gen- 
4c tiles, to whom now I ſend thee to open their eyes, 
4 and to turn them from darkneſs to light, and from 
c the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive 
* forgiveneſs of fins and inheritance among them that 
« are ſanctified by faith that is in me.“ 
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The ſubje& matter which he taught them is related 
in theſe plain expreſſions; © But I ſhewed firſt unto _ 
& them at Damaſcus, (chap. ix. 20, 22, 27.) and at Je- 

ce ruſalem, (v. 28, 29.) and throughout all the coaſts of 
©& Tudea, and then to the Gentiles, that they ſhould 
<« repent and turn to God, (chap. xiv. 15, 16, 17.) and 
cc do-works meet for repentance. I continue unto this 
« day witneſſing both, to ſmall and great, (of the Jews 
cc and Gentiles) ſaying, none other things than thoſe 
c which Moſes and the prophets did ſay ſhould 
« come. That Chriſt ſhould ſuſſer, and that he ſhould 
ce be the firſt that ſhould riſe from the dead, and ſhould 
c ſhew light unto the people, (of Iſrael) and to the Gen- 


, "66 tiles. wy | 


That by * the people, i. e. of Ifrael, and the Gen- 
cc tiles,“ of whom Chriſt ſpake in this commiſſion, he 


intended and included adults only, appears indiſputablefrom 


what he was to teach them, i. e to turn them from dark- 
neſs, &. And this is confirmed from what the Apoſtle 


declared to King Agrippa: © He did teach them, i: e. 


« that they ſhould repent, and turn to God, &c.” But 


neither of theſe things can apply to their infants, as it is 
obvious at fight. 


To the Epheſians, chap. iii. 8, 9, 10, he writes, of his 


being an apoſtle, and what he preached in theſ2 words: 


6 Unto me, who am the leaſt of all ſaints, is this grace 
cc given, that I ſhould preach among the Gentiles the un- 


c unſearchable riches of Chriſt, and to make all men ſee 


& (or know) what is the fellowſhip of the myſtery, which 
cc from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, 

who created all things by Jeſus Chriſt, to the extent that 
nowunto the principalities and powers in heavenly places 
might be known, by the church, the manifold wiſdom 
of God. That Chriſt may dwell in your hearts, by 
ce faith, that ye being rooted and grounded in love, 
% may be able o comprehend, with all (other) ſaints, 
« what is the breadth, and length and depth and 
«© height, and to know the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth 
© knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulneſs 


cc 
cc 
cc 


4 of God,” 


To 
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To the Roman Chriſtians he writes, chap. i.“ I ani 
& called, by Jeſus, to be an apoſtle, by whom we (I) 


© have received grace and apoſtleſhip, for obedience to 


ce the faith, among all nations“ (Or, as rendered b 

another tranſlator, „ By whoſe favor I have received the 
« office of an apoſtle, to bring the Gentiles, every where, 
« to the obedience of faith, preached in his name.“) 
&«& And your faith and obedience to it is ſpoken of 
ce throughout the whole world.“ To Timothy he 
writes, W hereunto I am ordained a preacher and an 
& apoſtle, a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.“ 
The ſubject he taught the Gentiles, appears in what he 
ſaid to King Agrippa, juſt cited; and in his other diſ- 
courſes contained in the Acts, which will be quoted in 
the pages following. But the particulars which the 
Apoſtle mentioned in the laſt cited verſes, reſpects adults 


only, and not infants, who could not underſtand what 
he taught men. 


In ſupport of the foregoing proofs, that Chriſt in the 
commiſſion to his apoſtles, intended adults only, I will 
add what Luke and Pau] have mentioneq of Jews and 
Gentiles, as the two aggregate bodies of men in ever 
nation, as it reſpects the preaching the goſpel to them 
that they mean adults only ; and that it was from amon 
theſe that converts to Chriſt were made. See what Luke 
has written concerning the Jews and Gentiles, Acts 
xili. 47, 48. XiV. 1. xix. 10. Let us now attend to 
ſome paſſages in the 11th chapter of the Romans: I 


ſhall take it for granted it will be allowed that by Jews 


and Gentiles, in this epiſtle, he intends all men in every 
nation who did not embrace the goſpel. At verſe the 
eleventh, &c. he faith, ** Have they (the Jews) ſtum- 
<« bled, that they ſhould fall? God forbid , but rather 


& that through their fall, ſalvation is come unto the 


« Gentiles, for_ to provoke them to jealouſy. Now, if 
ce the fall of them be the riches of the Gentiles, how 
& much their fulneſs? For I ſpeak to you Gentiles, in- 
& aſmuch as I am the apoſtle of the Gentiles ; I mag- 
ce nify mine office.” And chap. ix. 22, &c. he farther 
ſays, „What, if God willing to ſhew his wrath and 
„% make his power known, endured, with much long 
« ſuffering, the veſſels of wrath, (i. e. the Jews) fitted 


cc ta 
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© to deſtruction, And that he might make known the 
6 riches of his glory on the veffels of mercy, (the Gen- 
« tiles) which he had afore red unto glory ! even 
* us whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but 
« alſo of the Gentiles,””* | | 


That the Jews and Gentiles, of whom he writes, 
were adults only, appears evident from his deſcription of 
their immoral and corrupt conduct, chap. i. it iii. g. 19. 
IX. 29—33. xi. 7—11. 20, 21, 23. 31, 32: «© What 
&« then, faith he, are we better than they? No; in no 
« wiſe; for we have proved both Jews and Gentiles, 
& that they are all under fin, that every mouth may be 
« ſtopped, and all the world may become guilty before 
cc God.“ 1 : Pa 


Another claſs of people of whom the Apoſtle makes 
mention in this eleventh chapter to the Romans, and in 
other parts of this epiſtle is, thoſe who by preaching the 
goſpel to them were converted to Chriſt from among the 
other two before mentioned. That they were adults 
only will appear paſt diſpute from what he had bath ſaid 
of their former character, and what it was upon their 
embracing the goſpel, which effectually worked in them 
that believed. God be thanked, that thoug | 
« were the ſervants of fin, but ye have obeyed from = 
t heart that form of doctrine which was delivered unto 
« you.” (Or as this verſe is rendered by another tranſla- 
tor, „But, God be thanked, that you who were the 
« vaſſals of fin, have ſincerely obeyed in the manner the 


The following texts contain the ſame diſtinction between the 
Jews and Gentiles, as comprehending all men in every nation. 
That the writer intended adults only, appears plain from the con- 
text in each. Rom. ii. 26, 27, iv. 9. ix. 25—31, xv. 8—12. 
Gal. ii. 7, 8, 9, v. 6. Col. iii. 11, 33 

+ Further, to ſhew that the Jews, of whom the Apoſtle writes, 
were adults only, I would recommend to the conſideration of the 
reader, that when the prophets of God, under the old covenant 


- like him enumerate the fins of the houſe of Iſrael and Judah, and 
exhort them to repent of their fins, and keep the law of God, as 


an evidence of it ; or when they ſpeak of the reformation of the 
tribes in 8 any part of them, and their obeying the law, 
we ſhould underſtand them to mean adults only, and not their in- 


.fants ; becauſe it is certain they had not ſinned againſt God, nor 


could they obey his lav. = 
e goſpel 
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< poſpel preſcribed.) Being made free from fin, ye be- 
* came the ſervants of righteouſneſs. As ye have 
yielded your members ſervants to uncleanneſs, and to 
< iniquity unto 1niquity ; even ſo now yield your mem- 
bers ſervants to righteouſneſs unto holineſs.” vi. 7, 
18, 19.* © Is he the God of the Jews only? Is he not 
<« alſo of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles alſo, ſee- 
* ing it is one God which ſhall juſtify the circumciſion 
„ by faith, and the uncircumciſion through faith.“ 
Theſe, he ſtiles the children of Abraham by faith; as 
they were his children by faith, and juſtified from their 
ſins, he muſt be underſtood to intend adults only, whoſe 
faith or obedience to the faith was ſpoken of throughout 
the whole world. 


1 9. 

From the obvious import of the foregoing texts, and the 
obſervations ariſing from them, it clearly appears, that 
when Jeſus ſent the apoſtles to preach the gofpel to all 
nations, or to every creature, baptizing them, &c. he in- 
tended adults only, who alone were capable of believing 
in what they preached, and alſo be taught to. obſerve all 
things whatſoever he had commanded them to teach men. 
But theſe things cannot be underſtood or practiſed by in- 
fants, for reaſons too evident to need being mentioned. 


<« Jeſus ſaid to them (the apoſtles) all power is given 
1 unto me in Heaven and in earth; go ye therefore and 
« teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
Or, in the words of Mark, and he ſaid umto them, Go 
« ye into all the world and preach the goſpel to every 
* creature. He that believeth and is baptized ſhall be 
„% ſaved: but he that believeth not ſhall be damned.” 


In the words by Luke, Jeſus ſaid to his diſciples, 


«. Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuf- 
4 fer and to riſe from the dead the third day; and that 


cc repentance and remiſſion of fins ſhould be preached . 
in his name, among all nations, beginning at Jeru- 


„ falem.” 


Part of our Lord's prayer to his Father, John xvii. 


28. is entircly conſonant with and illuſtrative of the words 


See Eph. ii. 2, 2, 3. ir. 20-24. 
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of his commiſſion as to the perſons whom he intended 
in it:“ Neither pray I for theſe alone, {my apoſtles 
« preſent with me) but for them that ſhall believe on 
&« me through their word, i. e. the goſpel they were to 
« preach to the Jews and the Gentiles, or to every crea- 
ce ture.“ As the perſons whom he prayed for, are thoſe 
only who ſhould believe on him through their word, it is 
a decided proof that he intended adults onty, becauſe he 
certainly knew that infants could not believe on him 
throuzh their word ; therefore it was the former only he 
prayed for, and not the latter. | 


CHAP lv. 
OURTHLY, I ſhall collect from the Acts of the 
Apoſtles the doctrine and precepts the apoſtles and 
other miniſters taught the Jews and the. Gentiles in ful- 


filling Chriſt's commiſſion, with what is related of the 
effects it produced among them. 


And the firſt diſeonrſe is that which Peter delivered to 
the Jews, AQs ii. 14—36. which was deſigned to prove 
that ſeſus is the Chriſt, and that God had raiſed him from 
the dead. The ſubſtance of which is expreſſed in theſe 
words: “ Therefore let all the houſe of Iſrael know, 
“ affuredly, that God hath made that ſame Jeſus, whom 
de ye have crucified, both Lord and Chriſt,”* hg Fs 

| | fea 


* Inthis verſe he appeals to the houſe of 1frael to judge of the 
truth and importance of what he had ſaid, in order to their em- 
bracing his doctrine. In which appeal he muſt be underſtood to 
intend adults only of that houſe or people ; becauſe he certainly 
knew that their intants were entirely incapable either of under- 

ſtanding what he had ſaid, or of embracing his word. 


That he intended adults only of that houſe is further evident 
from v. 40. in which he calls them“ an untoward generation.“ 
The original word is contained in theſe texts: Luke ni. 5. Philip 
ii. 15. 1 Pet. ii. 15. 1 Pet. ii. 18. in which it is plain it ſignifies 

wicked or perverſe in conduct. But he could not juſtly: affirm 
this of their infants, but of adults only. | 


Bad I ſubmit this obſervation to the judgment of the reader, whe- 
ther it does not render it very improbable that by your chil- 
3 / « dren,” 


6 

fect of his diſcourſe is related in theſe words: Now 
& when they heard this, they were pricked in their hearts, 
cc and ſaid unto Peter and the reſt of the apoſtles, Men 
ce and brethren, what ſhall we do? Then Peter ſaid unto 
c them, Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, 
„ in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion 
& of fins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy 
© Ghoſt, For the promiſe is unto you and your chil- 
de dren, and to all that are afar off, even as mahy as the 
« Lord our God ſhall call.” And with many other 
words did he teſtify and exhort, ſaying, ** Save your- 


c ſelves from this untoward generation. Then they 


& that gladly received his word, even baptized; and 
ce the ſame day, there were added unto them about 
c three thouſand ſouls. And they continued ſtedfaſt in 
< the Apoſtle's doctrine, and fellowſhip, and in break- 
ce ing of bread, and in prayers. And the Lord added 
ce to the church, daily, ſuch as ſhould be ſaved.” And, 
chap. iv. 14. Believers were the more added to the 
& Lord, both of men and women.” See what is related 
of this church at Jeruſalem, as additional proofs that they 
were adults only. xxii. 4. xxvi, 10, II. ix. 13, 21. 31. 
xxi. 20, 21. In this laſt verſe, the apoſtles, &c. ſaid to 
Paul, Thou juſt brother, how many thouſands of 
«© Jews there are (I ſuppoſe he means at Jeruſalem par- 
« ticularly) which believe, and they are all zealous of the 
« Jaw.” As they were believers, and zealous of the law, 
it is an indiſputable proof they were adults only. 


The next account of gathering a church, or converts 
to Chriſt, is that at Samaria, chap. viii. Philip went 
cc thither and preached Chriſt to them, or the things 
« concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jeſus 
« Chriſt. And the people, with one accord, gave heed to 
& thoſe things which he ſpake, hearing and ſeeing the mira- 


& cles which he did. When they believed in his doc- 


& trine, both men and women were baptized.” Theſe, 
it will be allowed, were adults only. At a future time it 


6c dren,” verſe 39, the Apoſtle intended the infants of the houſe 
of Iſrael, ſince it is plain that in v. 36. he muſt mean adults of 


that houſe ; eſpecially as it is an unqueſtionable fact, that it was 
the latter only of whom he made converts to his doctrine, as evi- 


_ gently appears, v. 41, &. e | 
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js recorded of the members of this church, when” they 
had reſt. from perſecution they were edified, and walking 
in the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, were multiplied. 


At Lydda, Peter reſtored Eneas to health; and all 
that dwelt there turned to the Lord. And at Joppa, he 
raiſed Dorcas to life; and it was known throughout the 
city, and many believed in the Lord. The words them- 
ſelves are a plain proof that all theſe diſciples were adults 
only. | 


Of Cornelius's houſe, and his friend's, whom he had 
called together to be preſent when Peter came, he faid, 
« We are all here preſent before God, to hear all things 


«* 


dé that commanded thee of God. While Peter was 


& preaching the word to them, the Holy Ghoſt fell on 
cc all them which heard the word. And they ſpake 
cc with tongues and propheſied. Theſe, Peter com- 
tc manded to be baptized, in the name of the Lord.” 
In the debate at Jeruſalem, chap. xv. Peter ſaid of theſe 
perſons, © Men and brethren, ye know how that a good 
« while ago God made choice among us, that the Gen- 
« tiles, by my mouth, ſhould hear the word of the goſ- 
« pel, and believe; or tell them words by which he and 
« his houſe ſhould be ſaved.” From this relation, it is 
very evident they all were adults only. | 


Of the church of Chriſt, gathered at Antioch, in 
Syria, Xi, 19, &c. is this account :—© Some of the mi- 
de niſters of Chriſt that were ſcattered abroad upon the 
cc perſecution that aroſe about Stephen, travelled thither, 
& and ſpake to the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jeſus ; 
« and the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great 


* 


many believed and turned to the Lord. Then tidings 


« of theſe things came to the ears of the church, which 


„ was at Jeruſalem; and they ſent forth Barnabas, that 


ce he ſhould go thither. When he was come, and had 
£© ſeen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them 
« all, that with purpoſe of heart they would cleave unto 


© the Lord; and much f were added to the Lord. 


« Barnabas bringing Paul from Tarſus, his native city, 
c they,afſembled together, with the church, and taught 

85 people; and the diſciples were called Chriſtians, 
« firſt in Antioch, After ſome time of abſenc 


e, Paul 
66 and 


(190 


c and Barnabas returned thither, and when they had 
& gathered the church together, they rehearſed all that 
« God had done with them, and how he had opened a 
« door of faith to the Gentiles; and there they abode 
long time with the diſciples.” P 8; of 


Infant Chriſtians, or diſciples, there were none; in- 
deed it 1s utterly inconſiſtent with 'the genuine meaning 
of the original word xpiriav;, which fignifies one who 
profeſſes himſelf to be a difciple of Chriſt, and takes his 
denomination from him. In this ſenſe it is evident Pe- 
ter vſed it, 1 Ephel. iv. 16. compared with i. 22, 23. 25. 
iii. 15. And King Agrippa ſaid to Paul, Almoſt thou 
& perſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian,” i. e. from what he 
taught hiin concerning Chriſt, and the goſpel he preached 
to him. | | = 


An attention to this account, which Luke hath given 
of theſe miniſters ſucceſs, and what he hath related of 
the converts at this city, and alſo recorded chap. xv. re- 
ſpecting them, I am perſuaded will convince an impartial 
reader that they were moſtly Gentiles and adults only, 
This ſeems clearly proved from the following particulars, 
mentioned concerning them: One is, that a great many 
believed zd turned to the Lord. Barnabas exhorted 


them all, that with purpoſe of heart they would cleave 
unto the Lord. Another is, that the J 


came thither from Jeruſalem, and ſome of the believing 
Phariſees at that city wanted to impoſe on all the Gen- 
tile believers, not only ciccumciſion, but alſo that they 
mult keep the law of Moſes, i. e. obſerve the ritual inſti- 


tutions of it: as chap. xxi. 23, 24. Another is, what 


the apoſtles mention of thoſe Judaizers who taught the 
Gentiles; “ Foraſmuch as we have heard that certain 
c men, which ent out from us, have troubled you 


c with' words ſubyerting your fouls, ſaying, ye muſt be 
4 circumciſed and keep the law.” This included the 


diſciples at Antioh, Syria, and Celicea; v. 41. Ano- 
ther is, the words of James, which includes the diſciples 
at Antioch : ** That the reſidue of men might ſeek after 
« the Lord, and ali the Gentiles, upon whom my name 
“is called, faith the Lord.” My ſentence is, that we 


trouble not them, (v. 24.) which from among the Gen- 


D 2 tiles 


Judaizers, who 
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tiles are turned to God. The genuine meaning of their 
calling upon the name of the Lord, and their turning to 
God is clearly explained in theſe texts, Rom. i. 5—8. 


x. 8—15, Acts xiv. 15. XIX. 26. xxVi. 18. 1 Theſ. 
| i. 8, 9. | 


Another is, that when Paul and Silas returned to 
Antioch, and had gathered the multitude together, 1. e. 
the diſciples, they delivered to them the epiſtles contained 
in the foregoing verſes, which, when they had read, they 
rejoiced for the conſolation, 1. e. the comfort it gave them, 
that they need not be circumciſed, and keep the law of 
Moſes. And Judas and Silas exhorted the brethren with 
many words, and confirmed them. Finally, what the 
apoſtles declared reſpecting theſe diſciples, xxi. 25. as 
touching the Gentiles, i. e. all of them which believe, we 
have written and concluded, that they obſerve no ſuch 
thing (1. e. the rituals of the law) ſave only that they 
keep themſelves from things offered to idols, and from 
blood, and from things ſtrangled, and from fornication. 
Upon a view of theſe particulars, which reſpected a A 
individual Gentile diſciple at Antioch, &c. I may a 
any candid and unbiaſſed man, whether they do not un- 
doubtedly prove, that they were adults only. For, ex- 
cepting being circumciſed, there is not any one of them 
that can in the leaſt apply to, or include their infants. 


Chap. x11, contains an account of Paul's doctrine deli- 
vered to the jews at Antioch in Piſidea. In verſes 42, 
44, 47, 48, 52, is the following narrative: —“ The 
« Gentiles beſought Paul that thoſe words contained in 
“ verſes 16—38. might be ſpoken to them the next ſab- 
« bath. On that day came almoſt the whole city to- 
“ gether to hear the word of God, To the calum- 
& niating Jews he ſaid Lo, we turn to the Gentiles, 
<« for ſo has the Lord commanded us, ſaying, I have ſer 
e thee (i. e. Chriſt) to be a light of the Geatiles, that 
&« thou ſhouldeſt be fit for ſalvation unto the ends of the 
« earth. And when the Gentiles heard this, they were 
glad, and glorified the word of the Lord, and as many 
as were ordained to eternal life believed, and the 
& diſciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy 
« Ghoſt,” I think it will clearly appear to an unbiaſſed 
reader, that every particular related of theſe FO 

e 5 ewe 


3 


ſhews they were adults only: for it is certain there is 


not the leaſt alluſion to their infants as any part of the 


diſciples. It was the former only who were filled with 
joy, and with the Holy Ghoſt. ; 


Chap. xiv.—It is related that Paul and Barnabas went 
into the fynagogue at Iconium, and ſo ſpake, that a great 
multitude of Jews and Greeks believed. From thence 
they went to Lyſtra, and taught the people what is con- 
tained in verſes 15, 16, 17. After which they proceeded 


to Derbe, and preached the goſpel, and taught many. 


They then returned again to Lyſtra, Ionium, and Anti- 


och, confirming the ſouls of the diſciples, and exhorting 


them to continue in the faith, and that we muſt, through 
much tribulation, enter into the kingdom of God, com- 
mending them to the Lord on whom they had believed, 
The particular things that are plainly related of theſe 
diſciples, as believers, evidently proves they were adults 


only ; as they are entirely unapplicable to infants, as I 
think will be acknowledged. | 


The next relation of a gathering a church of Chriſt is 
at at Philippe xvi.— Upon Paul's ſeeing the viſion, 
he concluded that the Lord had called him and Silas 
to preach the goſpel to them. Upon their coming 
thither on 'a ſabbath day, they went out of the city, 
where prayer was wont to be made“ and we fat down 
© and ſpake unto the women which reſorted there; and 
na certain woman named Lydia, a ſeller of purple, of 
© the city of Thyatira, which worſhipped God, heard us, 

c whoſe heart the Lord opened, that ſhe attended unto 
« the things which were ſpoken by Paul. And when 


c ſhe was baptized, and her houſehold, ſhe beſought us 


« ſaying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the 
& Lord, come into mine houſe and abide there, and ſhe 
ce conſtrained us.“ | 


The other converts at this city were the jailer and his 


houſehold. The former faid to Paul and Silas, “ Sirs, 
« what muſt I do to be faved.” They anſwered him, 
« Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be 
c ſaved, and thy houſe. And they ſpake unto him the 
« word of the Lord, and to all that were in his houſe 
« after which they were baptized, The jailor rejoiced, 
. | 6 believing 
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u believing in God with all his houſe,” When . 
Apoſtle and Silas were at Lydia's houſe, and had ſeen 
te the brethren, they comforted them and departed,” ITY, 


To fave my quoting large extracte out of the epiltle 
ſent to theſe diſciples, | reqdeſt the reader attentively to 
read it throughout, in which 1 preſume he will plainly 
diſcern that the particular ſubjects treated of do undoubt- 
edly relate to and include aduits only: and this I intreat 
he will do of other epiſtles ſent to the churches; I ſhall 
take notice of in the Acts, 


The next account of collecting a church I ſha!l offer 
to the reader's notice, 15 that at Theſſalonia, Acts xvii. 
« Paul, as his manner was, went into the ſynagogue, 
c and three ſabbath days reaſoned with the Jews, and 
tc thoſe who attended, out of the ſcriptures, opening and 
„ alledging chat Chriſt muſt needs nave iuffered, and 
cc riſen again from the dead, and that this Jeſus whom 
« | preach unto you is Chriſt. The effect of which is 
<« related, and ſome of them believed, and conſorted 
« with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a 
« great multitude, and of the chief women not a few,” 


When Luke faith, that ſome of them believed, i. e. 
the Jews, and a great multitude of devout Greeks con- 
ſorted with Paul and Silas, I would juſt obferve that the 
original word rendered © conſorted with,” in Luke's uſe 
of it, means their. being joined to them as companions, 
or aſſociates, upon embracing their doctrine ; which evi- 
dently evinces they were adults only ; as were the women 
not a few. For it would be too great a reflection on 
Luke's character as a conſiſtent and rational writer, to 
believe he intended any infants as joined or aflociated 
with the Apoſtle and Silas, upon embracing their doc- 
trine. His ſtiling the Greeks devout, is a further proof 
of what I obſerved ; for it cannot with any confiſtency be 
faid of infants, that they were devout, 


Of all the Gentile part of the diſciples, the Apoſtle 
writes in his 1ſt epiſtle, they had turned to God from 
idols; which is a plain proof that they had been idola- 


ters, but had forſaken idolatry and believed in God. 
But! in this he muſt be underſtood to Inteng adults only. 


Reſpect- 


( 23 J 


Reſpecting all the diſciples of this church, he aſſures 
them, that“ Night and day, praying exceedingly, that 
« we might ſee your face, and might perfect that which 
& is lacking in your faith.” But this prayer muſt include 
adults only, becauſe it is not poſſible for infants to have 


faith, i. e. in Chriſt; or that he could perfect that which 


is lacking in it. 


When the Apoſtle obſerves, n Epiſtle, chap. ii. 14. 
par with Acts xvii. 5—9. that the diſciples in Judea 
ſuffered perſecution for their embracing the goſpel and ad- 


hering to it; and that theſe Chriſtians followed their ex- 


ample in their enduring the like ſufferings, it amounts to 
a very probable proof, at leait, that the diſciples in Judea, 
as well as theſe, were adults only. For it appears to me 
highly incredible that he included infants with mans as 
ſuffering perſecution on account of religion, 


When the Apoſtle obſerves, chap. i. 7. © That theſe 
« Chriſtians were enſamples to all that believe in Mace- 
“ donia and Achaia;“ it very evidently denotes, that in 
thoſe parts the diſciples were adults only; for infants 
cannot with any propriety, or truth, be ſaid to believe 
nor that the believers of this church were enſamples to 
them in patiently bearing perſecution, which he had juſt 
mentioned, which theſe Chriſtians endured, as foilowers 
of the apoſtles and of the Lord Jeſus. 


Whoever reads the two epiſtles to this church, I am 
convinced, will diſcover corroborating proofs that all the 


members of it were adults only; there not being the leaſt 


allufion to infants as any part of them. 


„ When Paul came to Berea, (v. 20,) he went into 
K the ſynagogue ; theſe were more noble than thoſe at 

28 Theſfalonica, i in that they received the word (he taught 
« them) with all readineſs of mind, and fearched the 
<« ſcripture, whether thoſe things were ſo, therefore many 
© of them believed; alſo of honorable women, which 
* were Grecks, and 'of men not a few.” 


„ When the Apoſtle came to Athens, he diſputed not 


e only with Jews in the ſynagogue, but alſo with the 
4 devout perſons; ; and in the market with thoſe which 
met him. When he was brought to the higheſt court 
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4c in the city, on Mars-hill, he delivered the diſcourſe ta 
ce the philoſophtrs, (contained in verſes 21—31.) at 
& which ſome mocked, but others faid they would hear 
«© him again of this matter. Howbeit certain men cleave 
« to him and believed, among whom was Dionyſius, 
one of the Judges of the Court, and a woman named 
«© Damaris, and others with them.” As all theſe con- 
verts believed, as an effect of their hearing his doctrine, 
it is an evident proof that they were adults only. 


The next relation of the apoſtles preaching, and the 
ſucceſs of it, I will mention, is at Corinth, chap. xviii. 


„Paul reaſoned in the ſynagogue every ſabbath, and 


“ perſuaded the Jews and the Greeks, he was preſſed in 
« ſpirit, and teſtified to the Jews that Jeſus was Chriſt.” 


In this paſſage it appears, that the perſons whom Paul 
reaſoned with were Jews and Greeks; and the ſubject of 
his reaſoning is teſtifying that Jeſus was Chriſt, (Com- 
pare chap. ii. 22— 36. xiii. 26, &c.) But both theſe re- 
ſpect adults only, as is obvious at one view, for no ra- 
tional man can bring himſelf to believe that Paul was ſo 
void of underſtanding, or ſo abſurd in his conduct as to 
reaſon with infant Jews and Greeks, and teſtify to them 


that Jeſus was Chriſt.* That it was the former onl 


he had in view in his reaſoning, &c. is indiſputably 
proved from the effect it produced in many of them. - 
For Criſpus believed on the Lord, (i. e. that Jeſus 


* Similar with the ſubje&t the Apoſtle reaſoned upon that 
Jeſus was Chriſt, is what is related of his preaching at Damaſcus 
chap. ix. 20, 21, 22, 27.—“ Straightway he preached Chriſt in 
« the ſynagogue, that he 1s the Son of God, or proved that he is 
c very Chriſt, or he ſpake boldly in the name of Jeſus. . When 
« the oppoſing Jews heard him they were amazed, and ſaid, Is 
, not this he that deſtroyed them which called on this name at 
« Jeruſalem?” | | 


That all the perſons they intend were adults only is evident, 
becauſe infants cannot, in their ſenſe, call upon his name; and it 
was men and women, whom Saul perſecuted and deſtroyed in 
Jeruſalem, &c. as appears chap. viii. 3. ix. 2. XXil. 10, 11. It 
is therefore unreaſonable, and inconſiſtent w.th real fact, to be- 
lieve that they. intended or included any infants. The genuine 
meaning of the phraſe they uſed is explained in theſe texts, ix. 14. 


XV. 17. Rom. x. 10—14. It follows therefore, that all thoſe 


whom they ſpoke of as diſciples of Chriſt at Jeruſalem were 
adults only. | | | 


46 Was 
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« was Chriſt) with all his houſe; and many others 


& hearing, believed, and were baptized.” Paul conti- 
nued there a yea,r and taught the word of God among 
them, that is, to the adult Jews and Greeks, and not. ta 
their infants, who were incapable of being taught it, by 
reaſon of their entire incapacity to underſtand it. 


From what is related reſpecting Paul's preaching the 

roſpel, and the effects that were produced in making di- 

ples who believed, it follows that in gathering this 
church, that all the members of it were adults only. 
Luke not having given the leaſt intimation of infants be- 
ing a part of them; and this is equally true in every 
other account he hath recorded of the preaching the word 
of God, and the influence it had on thoſe who heard and 
embraced it. Indeed, Luke is not only entirely filent 
throughout his hiſtory of infants, being any part of the 
members of the church of Chriſt; but he has given 
ſtrong circumſtantial, if not poſitive proofs, that they 


In chap. i. 21—24, are theſe words: © For after that 
in the wiſdom of God, the world by wiſdom knew 
not God, it pleaſed God, by the fooliſhneſs of preach - 


6 ing, to fave them that believe. For the Jews require 


£6 a fign, and the Greeks ſeek after wiſdom ; but we 
« preach Chriſt crucified unto the Jews, a ſtumbling- 
„ block; and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs. But unta 


them which are called both Jews and Greek, Chriſt, 


„ the power of God, and the wiſdom of God.” On 
this paſſage I ſubmit the following obſervations :— 
That by Jews and Greeks, the Apoſtle includes all men, 
in every nation. And that it pleaſed God, by the fool- 
iſhneſs of preaching, i. e. the goſpel, to fave thoſe of 
them that believe, of each claſs of the people. Thoſe who 
did believe were the called. Of the farmer claſs of peo- 
ple who. did not believe, he faith, they require a ſign ; 
and to them the preaching Chriſt crucified is a ſtumbling- 
block. (See Romans xi. 7—10.) The latter ſeek after 
wiſdom, and to them the preaching Chriſt is fooliſh- 
neſs. That all the perſons here ſpoken of, or alluded 
to, were adults only, appears to me indiſputable, becauſe 

it is certain that infants of each claſs could not believe 1 
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the word that was preached, or be ſaved thereby, nor 
could they fequire a ſign, &c, &c. It appears therefore 
to be the real judgment of the Apoſtle, that it was adults 
only, and not infants, whom it pleaſed God, by the 
fooliſhneſs of preaching, to ſave upon their believing. 


I will juſt tranſcribe a few words from the 1ſt 
epiſtle, in confirmation of what has been obſerved :— 
« Unto the church of God, which is at Corinth, 
© to them that are ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, called 
& to be ſaints, with all that in every place, call 
„ upon the name of our Lord, both their's and 
© our's. I thank my God always, on your behalf, for 
© the grace of God which is given you by Jeſus Chriſt, 
& that in every thing ye are enriched by him in all 
cc utterance, and in all knowledge, even as the teſ- 
« timony of Chriſt was confirmed in you; fo that ye 
« came behind in no gift, waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall confirm you, unto the 
cc end that ye may be blameleſs in the day of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt. God is faithful, by whom ye were 
« called unto the fellowſhip of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
« Ye ſee your calling, brethren, how that not many 
« wiſe men, after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many 
& noble are called. That your faith ſhould not ſtand in 
« the wiſdom of men, but in the power of God. I have 
„ begotten you through the goſpel. 


The next relation Luke hath given of converts to 
Chriſt, is at Epheſus, chap. xix. which at firſt was com- 
poſed of twelve men, whom Paul, or his companions 
baptized ; ** To them was given the Holy Ghoſt, and 
„ they ſpake with tongues and propheſied: after which 
„ he went into the Faber fue and ſpake boldly for the 
&« ſpace of three months, diſputing and perſuading the 
c things concerning the kingdom of God. But when 
„% divers were hardened and ſpake evil of that way be- 
<« fore the multitude, he departed from them, and ſepa- 
& rated the diſciples, diſputing daily in the ſchool of one 
„ Tyrannus. And this continued for the ſpace of two 
« years; ſo that all that dweltin Aſia heard the word 
of the Lord Jeſus. So mightily grew the word of 
“ God, and prevailed,” One 


I think 


. 


I think it will be allowed to be doing injuſtice to the 
writer's character as an accurate and conſiſtent hiſtorian, 
to believe he intended any but adults, who heard the 
word of the Lord Jeſus. For though literally, or ſtrictly 


ſpeaking, infants, or children, in their non- age can hear 


it as well as the others; yet, I imagine that no real ad- 
vocate for his character, can really ſuppoſe he includes 
them as any of the Jews and Greeks he ſpake of. That 
he intended the former perſons only, will receive conſi- 
derable confirmation from what the ſilverſmith faid to 

his brethren of the trade, of Paul's preaching in almoſt 
all Aſia; and the effect it had upon much people, who 
ſaid to them, Ye ſee and hear that not alone at Ephe- 
„ ſns, but almoſt through all Aſia, this Paul hath per- 
«© ſuaded and turned away much people, ſaying, that 
e they be no gods which are made with hands.” See 
_ chap. xvil. 23—3I» Chap. xiv. 14—18. 25 


* much people being perſuaded and turned 


&« away, by Faul,“ I preſume it will be allowed he 


means turned from idolatry and embracing the doctrine 
he taught them, not only at Epheſus, but almoſt in 


all Aſia. The ſilverſmitù therefore muſt mean adults 
only; becauſe it is certain he muſt know that infants 


were not idolators, nor could be perſuaded by Paul to 
turn from idolatry ; conſequently he had no idea that 
they were any part of the people of whom he ſpake, or 
alluded to at Epheſus, and in all Aſia. What he ſaid, 
therefore, may be juſtly admitted as a cogent proof that 
all the perſons at Epheſus, &c. whom Paul perſuaded 
and turned away from idolatry to embrace the word of 


the Lord Jeſus, as members of his church, both of Jews. 
and Greeks, were adults only. I will juſt add, what the 


Apoſtle ſaid to the elders of this church, who met him at 
Milities, xx. 18. 20, 21. 27. © Ye know from the firſt 
% day I came into Aſia, after what manner I have been 
© with you, at all ſeaſons; I kept back nothing that was 
profitable unto you, but have ſhewed you and have 


„taught you publicly, and from houſe to houſe, teſtify- 


- 


* 


« Chriſt. I have not ſhunned to declare unto you all 
© the council of God. Take heed, therefore, unto 


= «RS your 


ing both to the Jews and alſo to the Greeks, repen- 
< tance towards God, and faith towards our Lord ſefus 
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| ( 28 ) 
* yourſelves, and to all the flock, over the which the 
« Holy Ghoſt hath made you overſeers to feed the 


« church of God, which he hath purchaſed with his own 
te blood.” Whether, in this paſſage, the Apoſtle ini- 


tended any but adults in this church, I leave the reader to 


judge. | | | 
And whoevet, unbiaſſedly, reads the epiſtle to this 
church, in which their former character as ſinners, is 
deſcribed, and what it was upon their becoming converts 
to Chriſt, and his exhortations to them to walk in new- 
fe, may ſee juſt reaſons to be ſatisfied of the 


: 


To the church, at Rome, the Apoſtle writes, We 
te have received grace and apoſtleſhip for obedience to the 
c faith among all nations, e among whom are ye alſo the 
ce called of Jeſus Chriſt, To all that be in Rome be- 


& loved of God, called to be faints, grace to you and 


« peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt. Firſt, I thank my God, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
cc for you all, that your faith is ſpoken of throughout the 
de whole world. I long to ſee you, that I may impart 
< unto you ſome ſpiritual gift to the end that yemay lee 
« eſtabliſhed, The goſpel of Chriſt is the power of 
« God to ſalvation to every one that believeth ; to the 
« Jew firſt, and alſo to the Greek.” Whether by the 
power of God, in the goſpel, is underſtood all the gra- 
cious promiſes and awful threatenings contained in it; 
or the internal evidences of the ſtupendous miracles 
that were wrought, which prove its divine origin; yet 
theſe can operate on the minds of adults only, to their 
falvation, upon their believing in the goſpel. For thoſe 
things cannot have the leaſt influence on the minds of 


* A different tranſlation of this verſe I have quoted before. 
As it appears evident from the text, that his being appointed an 
Apoſtle by the grace or favor of Chriſt, was deſigned to bring 
the Gentiles every where to the obedience of faith he preached to 


them, (compare Acts xxvi. 16, &c. ) he ſhould be underſtood to 


_ Intend adults only; becauſe he certainly knew it was not poſſible 
to bring infants to the obedience of faith by preaching to them. 
And it is plain from v. 8. it was the former only, or all the ſaints 
that were in Rome, whoſe faith, or obedience to the faith, was 
ſpoken of throughout the whole world, TE | 

N infants 


C 9 7 


infants to effe their ſalvation, as muſt be obvious to 
every one upon the leaſt reflection. It was the former 
only therefore that muſt be underſtood the Apoſtle in- 
tended whether Jews or Greeks. 


See what the Apoſtle hath ſaid of the character of theſe 


Chriſtians before their converſion, i. 19—2. iii. 9. and 
what it was as an effect of their believing. chap. vi. 


To the church of Chriſt at Coloſs, the Apoſtle writes, 
To the ſaints and faithful brethren in Chriſt, which 
are at Coloſs, grace be unto you, and peace from God 


On the original word eeſgox, tranflated Saints, I would ob. 
Terve that it properly ſignifies Holy ; and whenever it occurs in 
the Acts and the Epiſtles relative to, or deſcriptive of diſciples of 
Chriſt, it always intends a perſonal or active holineſs begun at 
their converſion, and increaſed by their after obedience to the 
precepts of the goſpel; and reſpecting them it never means a 
paſſive or imputed . holineſs; conſequently, in thoſe, writings 
where it is uſed as expreſſive of the character of diſciples in diffe- 
rent parts of the world, either individually or collectively of any 
one, or all the*churches of Chriſt, it ſhould be underſtood of 
adults only, becauſe they alone are capable of active or perſonal 
holineſs, and not of infants, who certainly are not. 


A few texts where the ſame original word occurs, will clearly 
evince the truth of what I obſerve. In Epheſ. v. 26, 27. That 
«« Chriſt might ſanctify and cleanſe the church with the waſhing 
«© of water dy the word, that he might preſent it to himſelf a 
% glorious church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, 
ec but that it ſhould be holy, and without blemiſh.” See Rom. 
X1i, 1. Agreeable hereto the Apoſtle Peter, 1 Epiſtle i. 14, 15, 
16, writes, As obedient children, not faſhioning yourſelves 
„ according to the former luſts in your ignorance, but as he 
„ which hath called you is holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner of con- 
« werſation, becauſe it is written, Be ye holy, for I am holy." 
Theſe words are addreſſed to and include all the ſtrangers as Chriſ- 
tians throughout Pontus, &c. 


Diſciples are therefore called holy brethren, x Theſ. v. 27. 
Heb. iii. 1. | > 

In the following texts the ſame word is tranflated Saints and 
Holy: Rom. i. 7, 8. 1 Cor. i. 2. Ephel. i. 4,5. 1 Pet. ii. 5. 9 


In the text under conſideration, the Apoſtle calls theſe Coloſſian 


Chriſtians not only Saints, but faithful brethren in Chriſt, Now 
whatever was the idea the Apoſtle affixed to the original word 


as expreſſing their faithfulneſs, it is certain it can apply to adults 


only, for infänts cannot in any rational ſenſe be called faithful 
| our 
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(30) | 
our Father, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, We give 
thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, praying always for you ſince the day we heard 
of your faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and of the love which 
we have to all the ſaints for the hope which is laid up 
for you in Heaven, whereof ye heard before in the 
word of the truth of the goſpel, which is come unto 
you, as it is in all the world, and bringeth forth fruit, 
as it doth alſo in you, ſince the day ye heard of it, 
and knew the grace of God in truth.®* 


« Though I be abſent in the fleſh, yet am I with you 
< in the ſpirit, joying and beholding your order, and 
cc the ſtedfaſtneſs of your faith in Chriſt As ye have 
cc received Chriſt Jets the Lord, ſo walk ye in him 


SA SSS 88S && 28 


e rooted and built up in him, and ſtabliſhed in the faith, 


« as ye have been taught. abounding therein with thankſ- 
* giving.“ ; 


* Tn theſe words the Apoftle affirms, that the word ef the 
truth of the goſpel having come to them, and to all the world, it 
brought forth fruit in all of them who embraced it, as it did in 
theſe diſciples. (See verſes 4, 5, 10.) This is a ſtrong preſump- 
tive, if not an abſolute proof that they all were adults only ; that 
this was what the Apoſtle intended, (compare Matt. xii. 21. xxi. 
43- Rom. xv. 12.) becauſe he certainly knew that their infants 
could not bring forth fruit in their conduct, as an effect of the 
goſpel having come to them, as, I ſuppoſe, will be admitted. | 

When, v. 23, he ſaith, ** That the goſpel was preached to 
e every creature under Heaven, whereot he was made a Mi- 
ec nifter,” I ſuppoſe it will not be admitted he intends and in- 


cludes animal, or irrational creatures, But I aſk why not admit 


it? 1 preſume the anſwer will be, becauſe it was not deſigned 
for them ; neither can they underſtand it, or be benefited by its 
being preached to them. But this gere equally to infants; for 
the goſpel bring glad tidings, or good news of ſalvation, or for- 
givenets of ſin to ſinners, it cannot any more intend or include 


them than the others. For it is certain that infants are as inca- 


le ot underſtanding it, and being benefited by it, as they are; 
cauſe they have no ſins to be forgiven, or ſaved from. And yet it 
is evident from what hath been ſtated of Paul's miniſtry, or preach- 
ing the goſpel to every creature, that this was an eſſential or con- 
ſtituent part of it. As he could not but know this, therefore, 
by every creature under Heaven, to whom it had been come, or 
preached, he muſt intend adults only, who could underſtand the 
doctrine of the goſpel preached to them, and thereby be bene- 
fited by obeying it, as was the conduct and experience of theſe 
converts, and which he particularly mentioned with thankfulneſs 


and joy. 


See 


== 


See what he faith of the character of theſe Chriſtians | 


before their converſion, and what it was afterwards, 
chap. i. 13. 21, 22, 23. ii. 13- lil. 5. 10, 11. 


The unequivocal meaning of every expreſſion in theſe 
eitations, beſides many others in this epiſtle, prove be- 
yond all reaſonable diſpute, that all the faints, or the 
faithful brethren in Chriſt, at Coloſs, were adults only. 
There not being a ſingle ſentence that can juſtly be con- 
ſtrued to intend or include infants with them. 


In Paul's epiſtle to Titus, ii. 14. are theſe words: 
« Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 
« from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf? a peculiar 
% people, zealous of good works.” Now were it ad- 
mitted that infants are guilty of iniquity, and that. Chriſt 
may redeem them from it, as one part of his deſign in 
giving himſelf; yet the other, and equally important end 
of being zealous of good works, he cannot effect in 
them, becauſe of their utter incapacity to practiſe them, 
as, I think, will be granted. But, as both thoſe ends 
are inſeparably included in Chriſt's deſign reſpecting thoſe 
he gave himſelf for; it follows, that he, as well as the 
Apoſtle, ought to be underſtood to intend adults only, 
and not infants. It is the former only, who being guilty 
of iniquity, are the only proper ſubjects of Chriſt's re- 
deeming them from it, and who are capable of being 
made zealous of good works. It is theſe only he can 
purify unto himſelf as a peculiar people. 


I might make like citations from the Epiſtle to the 


Hebrews to corroborate and illuſtrate the truth of what 
I am pleading for, which I omit, fearing I may tire the 
reader's patience. | 


The epiſtle of James, is addreſſed to the twelve tribes 
ſcattered abroad, i. e. to the members of the church of 
Chriſt among them. Of the means by which their con- 
| verſion was effected, he faith, «© Of his (God's) own 
e will begat he us with the word of truth, that we 
& ſhould be a kind of firſt fruits of his creatures, or the 
© new creation.” Compare this with 1 Pet. 22, 23; 
25. 1 Cor, iv. 15. 


The 


6 
| 
"F 
a | 
1 
4 


— 


* 
PIES 


—— OT 
——— — u—ö'— 


„5 
. OBLAST CT EE 3 — — > OP 2 
- — 
2 


— 3 


. 


ny ret) . — ——u— — — 


6E ——————————————— k —ä ò — — —— 
— — 


0 
| 


ul 
[i 
ji 
lj 
ö 
(i 
4 
| 
| 


——_—}. 


— 


— — ́ᷣꝗ ——— - — — 
- —— — - * 


— - — - — _ —_— 
— . CES: Mas SILLS St — — — 
* : — 
* — FI, a > — — 
— — — — — 


— — 
. — 
— Ty, 


* . A . — IP Oy HANSEN * 
Ko . - 1 2 _ — * 0 * - ” 
: * 


* 


* 


«vellous light, 


( 92 3], 


The Apoſtle having in explicit terms declared, of all 
theſe Chriſtians, that they were begotten of God, that is, 
converted by the word of truth, or the goſpel preached 
to them, he cannot be juſtly underſtood to intend any 
but adults only; for this cannot be ſaid of infants, who 


are entirely incapable of it, or thereby in a moral or 


ſcriptural ſenſe, becoming new creatures. 


Tt is the former only that the precepts, exhortations, 
and warnings in this epiſtle, can be applied, as muſt 
appear evident to every unbiaſſed perſon who reads it. 


Peter's firſt epiſtle is addreſſed to all the ſtrangers ſcat- - 


tered throughout Pontus, Galatea, Cappadocia, Aſia, and 
Bethenia, 1. e. the diſciples in thoſe parts. I he means 
by which their converſion to Chriſt was produced is ex- 


preſſed in theſe words: „ Seeing ye have purified your 


« fouls in obeying the truth, through the ſpirit, unto un- 


« feigned love of the brethren. Being born again, not of 
„ corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 
„ God, which liveth and abideth for ever. And this is 


© the word, which by the goſpel, is preached unto you. 


„ SanCtify the Lord God in your hearts, and be ready 


% always to give an anſwer to every one that aſketh you 
<« a reaſon of the hope that is in you, with meekneſs and 


fear.“ Their unconverted ſtate, or character, is ex- 
| preticg in theſe words: They were called out of dark- 


neſs into marvellous light, which in times paſt were 
% not a people, but now the people of God, which had 


not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.” 


See chap. i. 14—18. 


I cannot but perſuade myſelf it will be granted that the 
ſeveral particulars contained in theſe citations, are pre- 


dicated of fall the ſtrangers he: wrote to, who were adults, 


only, becauſe they are oot, not can be made applicable to 
infants, who cannot be born again by-the word of God, 
that is, the goſpel preached ; nor can they give an anſwer 


to any one, of any hope in them; neither are they the 
proper ſubjects of that mercy from God the Apoſtle in- 


tended by being brought out of darkneſs into mar- 


1 


( 33 ) 
It is to the former perſons only that every expreſſion in 


the epiſtle, can, with any propriety, be applied. 


As Pliny the younger was Governor of the province 
and thoſe parts, to the ſtrangers of which this epiſtle is 
addreſſed, I will quote part of his letter to Trajan, and 
Dr. Lardner's remarks on it. Pliny defires to know of 
Trajan, after what manner he ſhould treat thoſe who em- 
brace the Chriſtian religion: He ſays, © Neither have I 
5 been a little perplexed to determine whether any dif- 
& ference ought to be made upon account of age; or 
& whether the young and tender, and the full grown 
c and robuſt ought to be treated alike ? Whether re- 
% pentance ſhould entitle to pardon, or whether all wha 
„% have been Chriſtians ought to be puniſhed, though 
<< they are now no longer ſo; or crimes only belonging 
« to the name, ought to be puniſhed ? It has appeared 
© to me a matter highly deſerving conſideration, eſpe- 
« eially upon the account of the great number of perſons 
& who are in danger of ſuffering : for many of all ages, 
% and every rank, of both ſexes, likewiſe are accuſed. Nor 
6“ has the contagion of this ſuperſtition ſeized cities only, 
but the leſſer towns, and alfo the open country. It is eaſy 
to imagine what numbers of men might be reclaimed if 

„ pardon were granted to thoſe who ſhould repent.” 


On this letter the Doctor obſerves, I apprehend that 
« the queſtion is propoſed by Pliny, with a good inten- 
tion, and hoping that Trajan would determine fa- 
« yourably, that the young and tender ſhould not be 
« treated in the fame manner with thoſe of mature age 
« and robuſt conſtitution.” Or, as he expreſſes himſelf in 
another place: I have imagined that Pliny's queſtion 
relates not only to thoſe who were tender, upon ac- 
„count of their age, but alſo upon account of their 
„ ſex.” Again he ſays, We well know, that in ſuc- 
„ ceeding times both young and old people and women 
„did ſuffer as Chriſtians, Chriſtians there were every 
« where throughout the whole extert of the province, 
„ (i. e. in which Pliny was Governor) in cities, in vil- 
« lages and in the open country. There were perſony 
* of all ages and every rank and condition, and of each 
© ſex; and ſome Roman citizens who had embraced 
this principle, i. e. were Chriſtians.” 


F | Speak · 


( 34 ) 


Speaking of them in the reign of Marcus Antonius, 
he ſays, © They outdid the Stoics themſelves in pa- 
© tience under all kinds of ſufferings. The women and 
ec children, and common people, among, the Chriſtians, 
« had in a ſhort time thewn more examples of true for- 
be ha” than the Stoics had done ines the origin of their 
« ſe,” 


Compare Pliny*s - account of the ſufferings of the 
Chriſtians, with what Peter, in this epiſtle, writes of the 
ſufferings of thoſe believers he mentions ii. 19—24. 
111. 1 1318. IV. 3, 4, 12— 19. v. 8, 9, 10. 


W hoevor impartially attends to the ſeveral expreſſions 
in Pliny's letter, deſcribing the difference of age and ſex 
of the perſons, and the puniſhment they had or were 
liable to undergo, and the Doctor's opinion thereon, I 
think eannot well heſitate admitting that they both intend | 
adult Chriſtians only; there not being the leaſt hint of 
infants as any part of them. That the Doctor, though 
a Pedo-baptiſt, was of the fame opinion, with Pliny, that 
they were adult Chriſtians only, 1s confirmed from what he 
fays: „The Chriſtians took up their principles upon 
** conſideration, When they firſt embraced them, they 
* could not but ſee that as the world ſtood, the making 
c the profeſſion of them was very likely. to expoſe them 
© to many ſufferings. And therefore when they muſt 
<«< have reſolved to adhere to it whatſoever it ſhould coſt 
e them. | 
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I! pPpeaking of ſome parts of Lucian's work, he ſaith, 
« Here are alſo references to the Chriſtian cuſtom of 
<« initiation by baptiſm and preparing men for it by in- 
& ſtruction and catechiſing. 


In the firſt epiſtle of John, he ſaith, <* That which 
c wwe have ſeen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 
<« alſo may have fellowſhip with us, and truly our fel- 
4% lowſhip is with the father and with his Son Jeſus 
„ Chriſt, If we walk in the light, as he (i. e. God) is in 
6 the light, we have fellowſhip one with another, and 
cc the blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth us from all fin. I. 
| & write unto you, fathers, becauſe ye have known him, 
1 « that i is, from the beginning, I write unto you young 
11 *© men, becauſe ye have overcome the wicked one. I 
1 7 {98 vi unto you little children, becauſe ye have known 
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( 35 ) 
the Father. T have written unto you fathers, becauſe 
ye have known him, that is from the beginning. I 
have written unto you young men, becauſe ye are 
ſtrong, and the word of God abideth in you. Let 
that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard 
from the beginning. If that which ye have heard 
from the beginning, abide in you, ye alſo ſhall conti- 
nue in the Son and in the Father, Whoſoever is 
born of God, doth not commit ſin, (i. e. allow him- . 
ſelf in it) for his ſeed remaineth in him, and he can- 
not ſin, becauſe he is born of God. Ye are of God, 
© little children, and have overcome them, (the Anti- 
chriſts) becauſe greater is he that is in you than he 
that is in the world, Who is he that overcometh the 
©£ world, but he that believeth that Jeſus is the Son of 
God. Theſe things have I written unto you that be- 
% lieve in the name of the Son of God, that ye may know 


tc that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe in 
& the name of the Son of God.” 


From the explicit account of the. faith, and what 
ought to be the practice of all the perſons he wrote to, 
who were begotten and born of God, it appears to me 
beyond all reaſonable diſpute, that fathers, young men, 
and little children were adults only. 


That the members of the ſeven churches in Aſia, 
mentioned in the Revelations, chap. 11. iii. were adults 
only, is exceeding evident from every expreſſion related 


concerning them, 


* 


CHAP. Vi. 


LIF THL, collect many paſſages in which is expli- 
F citly deſcribed the former wicked and corrupt prin- 
ciple and conduct of all thoſe, who, by the preaching of 
the goſpel to them, became the diſciples of Chriſt, and 
were juſtified by faith in him, and who are ſaid to be 
created of God, &c. &. And the obligations they were 
Jaid under to obſerve the precepts of the goſpel in order 
to their obtaining eternal life. |; 


F 2 | We 


a 2 Cor, 1 Iv. 6. Col. Is 13. 


(36) 


We are God's workmanſhip, created in Chriſ 
Jeſus. Epheſ. ii. 10. Col. iii. 10. 


Their ſtate or character from which they were ereated 


of God. Rom. i. 20—32. Epheſ. iv, 18, 19. 22. 


In what conſiſts this new creation created unto 
works, which God hath before ordained that we ſhould 
walk in them. ii. 10. i. 4 75 


They are called new creatures. 2 Cor. v. 17, 18. 
Gal. vi. 15. 


They are begotten and 9 of God. James i i. 18, 
Pet. 7 23, 25. John iii. 5. 1 John v. 1. 1 Cor. iv. 
15. Thee verſes contain an account of the means by 
which it was effected, viz. the word of God, and their 
believing in Jeſus. | 


The obligations they are laid under to walk in ho- 
lineſs of life. James i. 19, 21. 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2, 3. 
1 John i. 29. iii. 9, 10. v. I, 2. 


They are adopted of God, as his children, and by 
what means this was effected. Rom. viii. 15, 16. 
Gal. iv. 5. 7. ili. 26, 27, 28. Epheſ. i. 5, 6. 


The obligations they were laid under to obey the 
precepts of the goſpel. Matt. v. 44, 45. 2 Cor. vi. 
16, 17, 18. Epheſ. v. 14. &c. 1 Pet. i. 14, &c. 


They had been dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, but now 
raiſed to life, the means by which this was effected. 
John v. 24, 25. Xi. 25, 26. 2 Cor. v. 14. Ephel, ii. 
1. 5. Col. ii. 13. 


The ſtate of thoſe who had been dead i in ſin deſcribed, 


| Rom. vi. 12, 13. 19. i. 20, &c. Epheſ. i. 1, 2. 


The life they were raiſed to who had been dead in 


:reeſpaſſes and fins. Rom, vi. 11, 12, 13. Col. iii, I, &c. 


2 Cor. v. 15, &c, 


They had been in darkneſs, but now brought intolight 
by what means this was accompliſhed, Matt. iv. 16, 
John i. 9. viii. 12. Xil. 35, 36. 46. Acts xxvi. 17, 18, 


The 


8: 
The ſtate of darkneſs deſcribed, Rom. i. 21, &c. Rom. 


xili. 12, 13. Epheſ. v. 8, &c. John i. 7, &c. Epheſ. 
iv. 17, 18, 19. 1 John v. 19. 


The obligations they are laid under who were brought 
put of darkneſs into light. John iii. 21. Rom. xiii. 12, 13. 
Epheſ. v. 8, &c. 1 Theſ. v. 5, &. 1 John i. 7, &c. 


They had been ſinners, enemies, ſtrangers, &c. but now 
they are reconciled to God, &c. by what means this was 
brought about. Rem. v. 6— 10. Epheſ. ii. 11, 12, 13, 
16, &c. Col. i. 20, 21, 22. 1 Pet. ii. 9, 10. 


Wherein conſiſts the change made in them, and their 
obligations thereupon. Col. i. 21, 22. 1 Pet. i. 11, &c. 


They are the called of God, &c. and by what means. 


Acts. ii. 38, &c. Rom. 1. 5—8. viii. 28, 29, 30. ix. 
23—26. 1 Cor. i. 2, 9. 1 John i. 3. Epheſ. i. 5. 11. 
1 Theſ. ii. 12. 2 Tim. i. 9, 10. 1 Pet. v. 10. 


Jews and Gentiles were viſited of God; the end or 


urpoſe of it, with the means he uſed to manifeſt this. 
Luke i. 68—70. 76, 77, 78, 79. Acts xv. 13—17. com- 
pere verſes 7, 8, 9. and chap. x. xi. 2—18. 


They were elected of God, and the means thro' which 


this was effected. Rom. xi. 5, 6, 7. 1 Theſ. i. 4, 5, 6. 


1 Pet. i. 2. Tit. i. 1. 


The obligations they were laid under to obey the goſ- 


pel. Col. 111. 155 & c. 1 Theſ. i. 7 8. 2 Pet. 6 IO,  & LID 


They were redeemed, by God, from fin, and by what 
means, Rom. iii. 21—26. Ephel. i. 7, 8. Tit. ii. 14. 
Heb. ix. 12. 15. 1 Pet. i. 18—21. 


They are ſaid to be ſaved, i. e. from the condemna- 
tion, and by what means. Matt. i. 21. xviii. 11, Mark 
xvi. 16. Acts ii. 38. 40. XV. II, XVI. 30, &c. Epheſ. 


| He A+ 5. 8. 1 Tim. I. 15. 


They are ſaid to be tranſlated out of the kinedom of 


darkneſs into the kingdom of God, or the church of 


Chriſt, and by what means this was effected. John. iii. 


5. Matt. xxi. 31, 32. Luke vii. 29, 30. xvi. 16. Col. i. 


12, 13. Matt. xiii. 23. 38. 
„ e They 
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became ſuch. John iv. 1, 2. viii. 32. Acts ix. 26, 27. 


Full manner to evince that all the diſciples which thoſe 


reader, it hath been ſhewed, that by Jews and Gentiles, 
of whom Luke and Pau] make mention in the forego- 


„ | 
They are called diſciples of Jeſus, by what means they 


Compare verſes 3—18. xxii. 16. Gal. i. 22. Acts xi. 26. 


They all are one body in Chrift and his members, 
who is their head; the means by which they become 
ſuch. Rom. xii. 4, 5, 1 Co. xii. 13. 27. Epheſ. i. 10. 
13. iii. 6. iv. 4, 5, 6. v. 23. 30. I 


They are the church of God and Chriſt ; the means 
by which it was collected, and on what foundation it was 
builded. Matt. xvi. 16. 1 Cor. iii. 11. Acts ii. 38, 41. 44. 
47. Acts xx. 28. Epheſ. v. 25, 26. i. 22. iii. 9. 10. 
Col. i. 18, 19. 24. Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24. 


They are promiſed and entitled to an inheritance, both 
preſent and future, deſeribed under various repreſenta- 
tions. Matt. xix. 29. xx. 8—15. Xxvi. 34, &. Luke 
xi. 32. Acts xx. 32. XXV. 18. Epheſ. i. 11—14. 
Col. 13. fil. 24. | 


The obligations they are thereby laid under to ſted- 
faſtneſs in the faith. Heb. iii. 6, &c. x. 22, &c. 2 Cor. 
vi. 15—18. Col. ii. 6, 7. 1 Pet. li. 5 


In the foregoing pages I have offered to the reader's 
conſideration and judgment the ſeveral relations which 
Luke hath given in the Acts, of the goſpel being 
preached at different parts of the world, and the ſucceſs 
that attended the Apoſtles, in their converting men to the 
faith of Chriſt, and the moral and religious change that 
was produced in their hearts, and conduct in conſequence 
thereof. Alſo, I have particularly ſtated many inciden- 
tal things he hath related reſpecting theſe converts; and 
likewiſe many ſimilar things contained in the epiſtles. 
Theſe various facts unitedly confpire in a very clear and 


writers make mention of, or allude to, were adults only; 
for it is certain, that there is not any intimation of, or 
alluſion to infants as any part of them. 


* » id before e 


ing quotations, as compoſing the two aggregate bodies cf 
people in every nation, they always intend and include 


. aadults 


„ „„ 
adults only. Alſo, it hath been ſhewed, that it was 


from among them only that converts were made to the 


faith of Chriſt, as members of his church. 


To invalidate or overthrow the force and conclu- 


ſiveneſs of thoſe combined teſtimonies which have been 
offered in favor of what I maintain, it is requiſite for an 
_ opponent to produce, from thoſe writings, equally clear 
and circumſtantial facts, that miants were, by baptiſm, 


initiated into the church of Chriſt, and become mem- 
bers of it. 


For as to Mr. Williams's far fetched ground of reaſon- 
ing, from the covenant which God made witb Noah, 
and other covenants he hath mentioned, in proof of in- 
fants right to be admitted, by baptiſm, into the new co- 
venant ; they are entirely inſufficient to prove it, though 
they mey amuſe or miſlead the unwary and uninformed 
reader. And it is certain that the writers of the New 
Teſtament are entirely ſilent reſpecting them. The only 
covenants they have mentioned which reſpect the goſ- 
pel diſpenſation, is, that God made with Abraham, and 
that which is related in Jeremiah, already taken no- 
- tice of. 


Whoever, attentively, and with a mind unbiaſſed, reads 
the foregoing citations, I preſume, will not heſitate to 
admit that the account contained therein of the diſcipies, 
or members of the church of Chriſt, includes all of 
them, both individually and collectively, in the feveral 
places that are mentioned are alluded to, as that at Jeru- 
ſalem, &c. &c. 


That they were adults only, to me is indiſputable 


trom theſe conſiderations:—Firſt, From what is expli- 
eitly related of their character as ſinners, or enemies to 
God, by their wicked works, before their converfion. 


Secondly, From the account contained therein of the 


moral and religious change that was made in their prin- 
ciples and conduct upon their hearing, believing, and 


obeying the goſpel, preached to them, deicribed by their 


being created, or begotten and born. of God, &c, by 
the word of truth. "Thirdly, From the means that are 
related by which that change was produced in them, i. e. 


by 


——— CELTS aged * 


„ *r N * — 


( 49 ) 


by their obeying the goſpel; or, in the words of the 
Apoſtle, to the Theſſalonians, © When ye received the 
« word of God, which ye heard of us, ye received it 
c“ not as the word of men, but {fas it is in truth) the word 
« of God, which effectually worketh in you that be- 
<« lieve.” Fourthly, From what is particularly related 
reſpecting the holineſs of heart and liſe, they all are ex- 
horted to practiſe and maintain, as the diſciples of Chriſt, 
and which many of them were enſamples of to others 
to imirate them therein. Fifthly, Becauſe not one of 
thoſe particulars juſt mentioned, are in the leaſt applica- 
ble to infants who are nor ſinners, nor capable of any 
moral or religious change, or living holy and righteoufly 
in obedience to the precepts of the goſpel, and therefore 
they are not mentioned, or even alluded to in any one of 
the foregoing numerous citations, as diſciples of Chriſt, 
or of his church. 


If the genuine meaning of the paſſages, cited in the 
_ foregoing pages, hath been given, and the arguments 
founded thereon are juſtly deduced, it follows, that ini- 
tiating infants, by baptiſm, whether by immerſion, or 
any other mode, into the church of Chriſt, or the new 
covenant diſpenſation, as practiſed in paſt ages, and in 
the preſent, is utterly inconſiſtent with, and evidently 
diſcountenanced by the doctrine and invariable practiſe of ' 
the Apoſtles, as hath been made appear in their making 
converts to Chriſt, as members of his church, and there- 
fore ſuch a practice is wholly unſeriptural, grounded en- 
tirely upon human invention and authority alone, and 
| - conſequently it ought to be diſcountenanced and diſcon- 

; tinued by every genuine and zealous friend and: advocate 
for primitive and unadulterated Chriſtianity, as contained 
| in the New Teſtement alone. 5 
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The only plauſible objection that occurs to me, which. 
may be offered againſt the ſertiment pleaded for, 
grounded on the foregoing paſſages, is this, that they, 
or at leaſt thoſe quoted from the epiſtles, are applicable 
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8 to a congregation, or church, at this day compoſed of 
bY adults and infants, and conſequently they may equall 
EL apply to one or more ſuch at that day. To which 1 
| anſwer, that, in my opinion, the objection is entirely in- 
if valid, till it is clearly proved that there was one or more o 
uc 
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ſuch churches at that time. When that is made appear, 
either from ſcripture, or any other unqueſtionable teſti- 
mony, I ſhall frankly acknowledge the force of it, againſt 
the opinion here maintained : but, till that is produced, 
it cannot, in my judgment, in the leaſt affect either of 


the proofs from ſcripture, I have offered, or the ſentiment 
founded thereon. | 


Mr. Williams has mentioned the following particu- 
lars, as exhibited in baptiſm, viz. © The remiſſion of 
* ſins; the quickening influences of the holy ſpirit on a 
cc ſinful ſoul; ſanctification, or the cleanſing effects of 
«jt on a polluted ſoul. Likewiſe from that inſtitution 
<« reſults the obligation to repentance, and to deſtroy -- 
& the body of fin; alſo newneſs of life, and the main- 
ce taining a good conſcience towards God.” But how. 
or after what manner theſe things are, or can be exhi- 
bited, in baptiſm, to, or by an infant, who hath not 
finned, nor has any capacity to co operate with the influ- 
ence of the holy ſpirit in cleanſing it from pollution ; or 
to repent and maintain a | eonſcience towards God, 
1 leave him to explain; for I readily confeſs, that my 
abilities are entirely inadequate to ſuch an arduous taſk, 
And indeed theſe conceſſions reſpecting baptiſm, beſides - 
others in his work, which, for the fake of brevity, I 

_ omit; do, in my judgment, entirely invalidate every at- 
tempt he hath made to prove the right of infants to bap- 
tiſm and church memberſhip. 75 55 
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Whether the proofs, offered in the preceding pages, 
will be conſidered as a ſatisfactory reply to it, is ſubmit- 


ted to the impartial conſideration and judgment of the 
reader, 
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